INTRODUCTION TO INTERNATIONAL POLITICS

POLS 232-2
TR 11am-12:15pm

Instructor: Dr. Eric Fattor

E-mail: efattor@colostate.edu

Office: Clark B208
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 12pm-1pm
Graduate Assistants: (See Slides for Office Hours and Contact Information)
Saira Hafeez

Zoe Schuck
OVERVIEW

   International politics is the study of power and authority among nations. From humble origins in the aftermath of World War I, the subject now enjoys a prestigious place in the halls of academia and in the practical world of diplomacy and global governance. One of the most attractive aspects of the study of international politics is its unique and authentic way of presenting fundamental political issues. In a world of anarchy with no central world government, questions of life and death are confronted in a brutally honest manner. The rhetorical flourishes of domestic presidential campaigns and online culture wars give way to the cold logic of the international balance of power while optimistic messages of hope and change collapse in the face of the observation from ancient Greece that “the strong do what they will and the weak suffer what they must.” 

   For the student confronting the realm of international politics for the first time, this class offers the opportunity to see the world and one’s place in it in a new and interesting light. By studying how states and other international actors interact with one another, new perspectives are formed that can enrich the study of almost any other topic. In a world getting smaller by the day, almost every subject now has an international dimension to it. As a result, your own aspirations can grow as well. 

 OBJECTIVES

     Students who participate in this course will gain a broad and comprehensive knowledge of international politics that will set themselves up for deeper study or provide context and background for studies in other fields. By the end of the semester, a student in the course will be able to:
1. Identity and summarize the main theories of global politics and be able to use them to analyze global events

2. Name the primary actors, structures and systems that one finds in global politics and be able to briefly describe them
3. Identify and describe the primary issues and challenges in present day global politics

4. Explain why the problems and challenges of present day global politics remain unresolved and what might be necessary to solve them

DELIVERY OF COURSE

     This is an in-person course. This means that all class activities (including the final exam) are delivered in person in the assigned classroom. There will be no remote access to this course. If you are ordered to stay at home for medical reasons or as an accommodation for a disability, please see me or a Graduate Assistant for ways of accessing the content of the course while absent. 
GUIDELINES: DOS AND DON’TS
Dos:

Please do come to class regularly. A substantial amount of points are earned through active participation through in-class activities
Please do ask questions whenever you need clarification or want to raise a point.

Please do visit me or the Graduate Assistants during our office hours if you need any assistance. Note: Please try to avoid using e-mail for reasons other than making appointments
Please do form in-person or online study groups with fellow students and coordinate using social media tools. 

Please do let me know if you have a disability that I can accommodate. If you are a student who will need accommodation in this class due to a disability or chronic health condition, I will need an accommodation letter from the Student Disability Center (SDC) before they are implemented. Please meet with me during my office hours to give me the letter and/or to further discuss your needs. If you do not already have these letters, please contact the SDC as soon as possible to initiate the accommodation process. The SDC is located in room 121 of the TILT building. Contact them at 970-491-6385 or visit www.disabilitycenter.colostate.edu. 
Don’ts:

Please don’t be late for class. It is rude and distracting. 

Please don’t have your personal digital devices out while class is in session. You will need to use a laptop or iPad for Friday activities, but under no circumstances should these be used for anything other than those tasks related to class activities. 
Please don’t plagiarize on any writing assignments or cheat on any tests. If there is ANY suspicion of academic misconduct, including use of artificial intelligence apps like ChatGPT or Google Bard, I will refer the case to the Student Resolution Center who will determine whether academic misconduct has taken place. This is usually a very lengthy and unpleasant process, so it is best to avoid the temptation of cheating on your work. If someone has been found guilty of academic misconduct in this course, they will at minimum receive a zero on the assignment and at maximum fail the class. It may also open up the process of expulsion from the university if the violation demonstrates a willful pattern of academic misconduct.
Statement of Academic Integrity: This course adheres to the Academic Integrity Policy of the Colorado State University General Catalog and the Student Conduct Code. Colorado State University has long upheld values of academic and scholastic integrity. The General Catalog's "Policies and Guiding Principles" asserts that CSU "expects students to maintain standards of personal integrity that are in harmony with the educational goals of the institution" - citing "principles of academic honesty" as the first example. (1.6 Page 1).
COURSE MATERIALS

Book: Andrew Heywood, Global Politics (London, Palgrave Macmillan, 2014)

This class will feature a variety of media to present material, including lectures, films, and documentaries. Most of this material will be made available by the instructor in class or on Canvas. The main textbook is listed above and is available in the bookstore. Cheaper alternatives are usually available from an on-line source. You may also use Prospector to acquire the book through interlibrary loan. An electronic copy of the book is available from Morgan Library Course Reserves. 
REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING
Thursday Activities: Each Thursday class will feature a series of interactive exercises that will be completed in class that reviews the material covered from the previous week as well as enhances and enriches this material. Each of these activities will require the use of a laptop, ipad, or such device to access Canvas. Each of these activities will be worth a certain amount of points that will total up to 20 possible points. There will be 15 of these activities for a total of 300 possible points available throughout the semester.

Theoretical Review Essay: Students will write a 4-5 page paper that takes two theoretical perspectives introduced in the first few weeks of class and compares them to each other in an engaging manner. The papers will provide a thorough recounting of the theories main tenets and then evaluate their strengths and weaknesses if such theories were put into practice. In addition to the sources listed in the syllabus, students will have to include at least two outside sources in the writing of this paper. The purpose of this assignment is to learn how to compare and contrast two disparate strands of thought and make a compelling case why one perspective is preferable to another. It will be due at the end of Week 7 

Crisis Analysis: International politics is filled with a number of big systemic problems that, despite the general recognition of the gravity of the problem, remain unaddressed or unresolved. These include the on-going crisis of climate change, the outbreak of infectious diseases, interstate war between states like Russia and Ukraine and the various manifestations of economic and social inequality. For this essay, you will choose one of these global crises, provide a brief summary of the nature of the problem, what a potential solution might look like, and most importantly, why the current system of global politics fails to address or solve the problem. This paper will be 4-5 pages and be due by the end of Week 15.    
Final Exam: A CUMULATIVE final exam will be given during finals week. This exam will 
consist of around 50 multiple choice and other objective questions and taken on Canvas (be sure 
to bring a computer or other digital device to class on the day of the final). The exam is worth 
100 points. The final exam will be given in-person only on the assigned date of the final (see 
below). No exceptions will be given. MAKE YOUR TRAVEL PLANS ACCORDINGLY!!!!
Participation: While there is no formal participation grade in this class, coming to class and taking part in class activities will be essential for success in the course. This is especially true for the Thursday Activities, which cannot be made up if you are absent for that day. You may miss two of these Thursday Activities with no consequences (I will note the absence of grade for the week of the activity and replace the 0 with 20 points, no questions asked at the end of the semester). Once you have missed more than two Thursday Activities, you will have to take a 0 for the day that you missed. If you did not miss any activities, I will automatically raise your two lowest scores to 20 points. EXCEPTIONS: I will permit make-up Thursday Activities beyond the two free absences if you present a formal university letter that excuses you for that day (like a letter from the Athletic Department or ROTC office notifying me of the absences). E-mails with photos of doctor’s notes or any similar attempts to excuse absences will NOT be accepted.

Late Papers: If it appears you will miss a deadline for written work in this class, contact the Graduate Assistants to arrange an extension. Any work that is turned in late without prior 
arrangement of an extension will be given a minimal passing grade (60%). There are no 
exceptions to this policy.
Grading Breakdown:
15 Thursday Activities @ 20 points each = 300 total points

1 Theoretical Review Essay = 100 points

1 Crisis Analysis Essay = 100 points

1 Final Exam = 100 points

TOTAL: 600 points

Expectations for Outside Work: Each student should expect to do between two to three hours of outside work (reading, studying, writing) for every in-class hour. 

SCHEDULE

Introduction
Week 1: Preview of the Course and Basic Concepts
Tuesday, August 22nd: Introduction to the Course
Thursday, August 24th: Heywood, Chapter 1, pp. 1-24. 
First Thursday Activity
Part I: Theories of Global Politics
Week 2: Theories of Global Politics: Realism
Tuesday, August 29th: Heywood, Chapter 3, pp. 55-64
Thursday, August 31st: Thucydides, Excerpt from 

“The History of the Peloponnesian War” available on Canvas
Second Thursday Activity
Week 3: Theories of Global Politics: Liberalism 
Tuesday, September 5th: Heywood, Chapter 3, 65-70 
Thursday, September 7th: Immanuel Kant, “Perpetual Peace: A Philosophical Sketch.” Available on Canvas
Third Thursday Activity
Week 4: Theories of Global Politics: Constructivism
Tuesday, September 12th: Heywood, Chapter 3, pp. 75-80 (Start at subtitle “Constructivism”)
Thursday, September 14th: Alexander Wendt, “Three Cultures of Anarchy” (Except from Social Theory of International Politics) available on Canvas. 
Fourth Thursday Activity
Week 5: Theories of Global Politics: Feminism
Tuesday, September 19th: Heywood, Chapter 17, pp. 419-438
Thursday, September 21st: Carol Cohn, “Sex and Death in the Rational World of Defense Intellectuals” available on Canvas
Fifth Thursday Activity
Week 6: Theories of Global Politics: Critical Theory and Postcolonialism
Tuesday, September 26th: Heywood, Chapter 3, pp. 71-75
Thursday, September 28th: W.E.B. DuBois, “The African Roots of the War,” available on Canvas
Sixth Thursday Activity
Part II: Structures and Agents of Global Politics
Week 7: Power and the Economy

Tuesday, October 3rd: Heywood, pp. Chapter 9, 216-245
Thursday, October 5th: Heywood, pp. Chapter 4, 86-114

Seventh Thursday Activity 

Critical Review Essay Due
Week 8: States and Nations
Tuesday, October 10th: Heywood, Chapter 5, pp. 115-139
Thursday, October 12th: Heywood, Chapter 7, pp. 161-184

Eight Thursday Activity
Week 9: Society and Identity
Tuesday, October 17th: Heywood, Chapter 6, pp. 140-160
Thursday, October 19th: Heywood, Chapter 8, pp. 185-215
Ninth Thursday Activity
Week 10: International Law and Global Governance

Tuesday, October 24th: Heywood, Chapter 14, pp. 338-358
Thursday, October 26th: Heywood, Chapter 18 pp. 439-460
Tenth Thursday Activity
Week 11: Global Governance and Regional Governance
Tuesday, October 31st: Heywood, Chapter 19, 461-486
Thursday, November 2nd: Heywood, Chapter 20, 487-513
Eleventh Thursday Activity 
Part III: Contemporary Issues in Global Politics

Week 12: War and Nuclear Weapons
Tuesday, November 7th: Heywood, Chapter 10, 246-269
Thursday, November 9th: Heywood, Chapter 11, 270-288
Twelfth Thursday Activity
Week 13: Global Poverty and Human Rights
Tuesday, November 14th: Heywood, Chapter 15, pp. 359-389

Thursday, November 16th: Heywood, Chapter 13, pp. 310-337
Thirteenth Thursday Activity

Week 14—THANKSGIVING BREAK: NO CLASS
Week 15: Environment and Global Health
Tuesday, November 28th: Heywood, Chapter 16, 390-418
Thursday, November 30th: Derek Reveron and Kathleen Mahoney-Norris, “Health Security” available on Canvas.
Fourteenth Thursday Activity

Week 16: Terrorism

Tuesday, December 5th: Heywood, Chapter 12, pp. 289-309
Thursday, December 7th: Heywood, Chapter 22, pp. 533-546
Fifteenth Thursday Activity
Finals Exam: Tuesday, December 12th between 9:40am and 11:40am. Bring a computer and headphones to class on exam day.
PS: If you are so inclined, please see my Twitter account (@drgrumpyprof) for enrichment material (articles, video, memes, etc) related to the topics of this class. It is also a place I try to post explanations for obscure Gen X references I unconsciously make during my comments in class. 
OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Special Note on COVID

All students are expected and required to report any COVID-19 symptoms to the 

university immediately, as well as exposures or positive tests from a non-CSU testing 

location. If you suspect you have symptoms, or if you know you have been exposed to a positive person or have tested positive for COVID, you are required to fill out the COVID Reporter (https://covid.colostate.edu/reporter/). If you know or believe you have been exposed, including living with someone known to be COVID positive, or are symptomatic, it is important for the health of yourself and others that you complete the online COVID Reporter. Do not ask your instructor to report for you. If you do not have internet access to fill out the online COVID-19 Reporter, please call (970) 491-4600. You may also report concerns in your academic or living spaces regarding COVID exposures through the COVID Reporter. You will not be penalized in 

any way for reporting. When you complete the COVID Reporter for any reason, the CSU Public Health office is notified. Once notified, that office will contact you and, depending upon each situation, will conduct contact tracing, initiate any necessary public health requirements and notify you if you need to take any steps. 

For the latest information about the University’s COVID resources and information, please visit the CSU COVID-19 site: https://covid.colostate.edu/.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Notes on Safety and Security
CSU’s Discrimination, Harassment, Sexual Harassment, Sexual

Misconduct, Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, Stalking, and Retaliation policy designates

faculty and employees of the University as “Responsible Employees.” This designation is

consistent with federal law and guidance and requires faculty to report information regarding

students who may have experienced any form of sexual harassment, sexual misconduct,

relationship violence, stalking or retaliation. This includes information shared with faculty in

person, electronic communications or in class assignments. As “Responsible Employees,”

faculty may refer students to campus resources (see below), together with informing the Office

of Support and Safety Assessment to help ensure student safety and welfare. Information

regarding sexual harassment, sexual misconduct, relationship violence, stalking and retaliation is

treated with the greatest degree of confidentiality possible while also ensuring student and

campus safety. 

Any student who may be the victim of sexual harassment, sexual misconduct, relationship

violence, stalking or retaliation is encouraged to report to CSU through one or more of the

following resources:

• Emergency Response 911

• Deputy Title IX Coordinator/Office of Support and Safety Assessment (970) 491-

1350

• Colorado State University Police Department (non-emergency) (970) 491-6425

For counseling support and assistance, please see the CSU Health Network, which includes a

variety of counseling services that can be accessed at: http://www.health.colostate.edu/. And, the

Sexual Assault Victim Assistance Team is a confidential student resource that does not have a

reporting requirement and that can be of great help to students who have experienced sexual

assault. The web address is http://www.wgac.colostate.edu/need-help-support.

Also, if you see anyone carrying a weapon openly or in plain sight who is not readily identifiable as law enforcement, go to a safe area and contact CSU Police immediately. CSU permits the concealed carry of handguns on campus to those with the proper authority or license, but it is the responsibility of the permitted gun owners to ensure their weapon remains COMPLETELY out of sight.   

CSU Land Acknowledgement

Colorado State University acknowledges, with respect, that the land we are on today is the traditional and ancestral homelands of the Arapaho, Cheyenne, and Ute Nations and peoples. This was also a site of trade, gathering, and healing for numerous other Native tribes. We recognize the Indigenous peoples as original stewards of this land and all the relatives within it. As these words of acknowledgment are spoken and heard, the ties Nations have to their traditional homelands are renewed and reaffirmed.

CSU is founded as a land-grant institution, and we accept that our mission must encompass access to education and inclusion. And, significantly, that our founding came at a dire cost to Native Nations and peoples whose land this University was built upon. This acknowledgment is the education and inclusion we must practice in recognizing our institutional history, responsibility, and commitment.
Appendix: GT Pathways Information

The Colorado Commission on Higher Education has approved POLS 232 for inclusion in the

Guaranteed Transfer (GT) Pathways program in the GT-SS1 Category. For transferring students,

successful completion with a minimum C‒ grade guarantees transfer and application of credit in

this GT Pathways category. For more information on the GT Pathways program, go to

http://highered.colorado.gov/academics/transfers/gtpathways/curriculum.html.

Pursuant to this certification, students will learn, in this class, to

a. Demonstrate knowledge of economic or political systems.

b. Use the social sciences to analyze and interpret issues.

c. Explain diverse perspectives and groups.

Furthermore, students will complete writing assignments that require reflection, analysis of key

texts and concepts, making analytical distinctions, and evaluating evidence in support of claims.

Such writing assignments will constitute at least 25% of the final grade in the course.

GT Pathways Core Student Learning Outcomes

Civic Engagement

1) Civic Knowledge:

a. Connect disciplinary knowledge to civic engagement through one’s own

participation in civic life, politics, and/or government.

Critical Thinking

2) Explain an Issue:

a. Use information to describe a problem or issue and/or articulate a question related to the topic.

3) Utilize Context:

a. Evaluate the relevance of context when presenting a position.

b. Identify assumptions.

c. Analyze one’s own and others’ assumptions.

4) Understand Implications and Make Conclusions:

a. Establish a conclusion that is tied to the range of information presented. 

b. Reflect on implications and consequences of stated conclusion

Diversity & Global Learning

5) Build Self-Awareness:

a. Demonstrate how their own attitudes, behaviors, or beliefs compare or relate to

those of other individuals, groups, communities, or cultures.

6) Examine Perspectives:

a. Examine diverse perspectives when investigating social and behavioral topics

within natural or human systems.

7) Address Diversity:

a. Make connections between the worldviews, power structures, and experiences of individuals, groups, communities, or cultures, in historical or contemporary

contexts

Written/Oral Communication

8) Develop Content and Message

a. Create and develop ideas within the context of the situation and the assigned

task(s).

9) Use Sources and Evidence

a. Critically read, evaluate, apply, and synthesize evidence and/or sources in support of a claim.

10) Use language appropriate to the audience
